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MONTANA  BOARD  OF  CRIME  CONTROL 


Two  sources  of  crime  statistics  and  crime  data  are  available  for 
Montana:  The  FBI  Uniform  Crime  Reporting  System,  which  deals  primarily 
in  offenses  known  to  police,  and  the  Montana  Board  of  Crime  Control's 
Criminal  Justice  Data  Center,  which  compiles  crime  data  on  offenses, 
arrests,  court  actions,  and  corrections.  Summaries  of  this  crime  data 
are  available  on  a  quarterly  basis  for  every  contributing  law  enforcement 
agency  as  well  as  the  state  as  a  whole. 

The  crime  rate  is  the  number  of  crimes  reported  for  each  100,000 
inhabitants.  Only  the  crime  rates  for  index  crimes  are  considered  in 
this  report. 

Index  crimes  are  the  seven  major  offenses  most  likely  to  be  reported 
to  law  enforcement  agencies.  These  crimes  are  murder,  rape,  robbery, 
assault,  burglary,  larceny/theft,  and  motor  vehicle  theft. 

This  publication  is  the  second  annual  crime  report  produced  by  the 
Montana  Board  of  Crime  Control's  Criminal  Justice  Data  Center.  The 
report  is  comprised  of  a  detailed  analysis  of  crime  in  Montana  for  1974. 
The  information  collected  for  this  report  is  the  most  accurate  crime 
information  currently  available  in  Montane.  Caution  should  be  exercised 
in  attempting  to  compare  offense  and  arrest  data.  The  reader  should 
keep  in  mind  that  crimes  relate  to  events  while  arrests  relate  to  persons 
A  single  criminal  act  may  involve  several  crimes,  several  offenders,  and 
several  victims. 


Mike  Lavin,  Administrator 
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MONTANA  BOARD  OF  CRIME  CONTROL 


The  data  in  this  report  is  based  on  reported  crime  and  does  vary 
with  the  willingness  of  people  to  report  offenses.  Recent  studies  by 
the  National  Crime  Panel  indicate  that  as  many  as  50%  of  the  offenses 
committed  are  never  reported  to  the  police.  However  the  Criminal  Justice 
Data  Center  crime  information  remains  the  most  reliable  information  at 
this  time. 

It  would  have  been  impossible  to  compile  this  report  without  the 
cooperation  of  the  many  law  enforcement  agencies  of  the  state  who  con- 
tributed to  this  effort  in  1974.  It  is  with  appreciation  for  their 
cooperation  that  this  report  has  been  produced. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


Bill  Erwin 
CJDC  Advisor 


Mike  Lavin,  Administrator 
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CRIME  ANALYSIS 

In  1974  Montana's  population  was  estimated  at  735,000,  an 
increase  of  5.85  percent  from  the  1970  census.  According  to  the  1974 
FBI  Uniform  Crime  Report,  Montana's  crime  rate  is  4,084  per  100,000 
population.  This  rate  is  somewhat  lower  than  the  4,821  per  100,000 
crime  rate  for  the  United  States  and  lower  than  28  other  states  as  shown 
in  Table  I.  Over  the  last  three  years,  Montana's  crime  rate  has  moved 
from  36th  place  in  1972  to  32nd  place  in  1973  and  to  28th  place  among 
the  states  in  1974. 

TABLE  I 


CRIME  RATE  BY 

STATE 

1974 

(Rate  Per 

100,000) 

Rate  per 

Rate  per 

State 

100,000 

State 

100,000 

1. 

Arizona 

8222 

26. 

South  Carolina 

4165 

2. 

Nevada 

7827 

27. 

Oklahoma 

4096 

3. 

Florida 

7387 

28. 

MONTANA 

4084 

4. 

Cal  i  form* a 

6847 

29. 

Idaho 

4083 

5. 

Michigan 

6520 

30. 

Minnesota 

3931 

6. 

Oregon 

6345 

31. 

Georgia 

3912 

7. 

Colorado 

6166 

32. 

Louisiana 

3816 

8. 

Hawaii 

6072 

33. 

Virginia 

3815 

9. 

Washington 

6009 

34. 

Tennessee 

3659 

10. 

Delaware 

5950 

35. 

Wyomi  ng 

3650 

11. 

Maryland 

5650 

36. 

Wisconsin 

3641 

12. 

Massachusetts 

5383 

37. 

Maine 

3600 

13. 

Alaska 

5240 

38. 

North  Carolina 

3511 

14. 

New  Mexico 

5213 

39. 

Iowa 

3414 

15. 

111 inois 

5184 

40. 

Nebraska 

3344 

16. 

Rhode  Island 

5114 

41. 

Arkansas 

3301 

17. 

Utah 

4950 

42. 

New  Hampshire 

3144 

18. 

New  York 

4857 

43. 

Pennsylvania 

3054 

UNITED  STATES 

4821 

44. 

Alabama 

3000 

19. 

Missouri 

4788 

45. 

Vermont 

2875 

20. 

New  Jersey 

4772 

46. 

Kentucky 

2760 

21. 

Texas 

4695 

47. 

South  Dakota 

2671 

22. 

Connecticut 

4407 

48. 

Mississippi 

2249 

23. 

Indiana 

4337 

49. 

North  Dakota 

2160 

24. 

Kansas 

4300 

50. 

West  Virginia 

1769 

25. 

Ohio 

4223 
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Montana's  crime  rate  increased  20.3  percent  from  1973  to  1974. 

This  was  the  seventeenth  highest  increase  among  the  50  states.  The 

national  crime  rate  increase  over  the  previous  year  was  16.7%.  This 

is  shown  in  Table  II. 

TABLE  II 

PERCENT  INCREASE  IN  CRIME  RATE  BY  STATE 
1973  -  1974 


Percent 

Percent 

State 

Increase 

State 

Increase 

1. 

Maine 

41.5 

26. 

Michigan 

18.8 

2. 

New  Hampshire 

35.0 

27. 

Oklahoma 

18.2 

3. 

Arkansas 

30.0 

28. 

Washington 

18.1 

4. 

Delaware 

29.8 

29. 

Idaho 

18.1 

5. 

South  Carolina 

25.2 

30. 

Nevada 

18.0 

6. 

North  Carolina 

24.9 

31. 

Maryland 

17.9 

7. 

Pennsylvania 

24.2 

32. 

Virginia 

17.8 

8. 

Florida 

23.9 

33. 

New  Jersey 

16.9 

9. 

South  Dakota 

22.8 

34. 

Mississippi 

16.8 

10. 

Indiana 

22.7 

35. 

Utah 

16.6 

11. 

Arizona 

22.6 

36. 

Texas 

16.0 

12. 

Kansas 

22.4 

37. 

Missouri 

15.6 

13. 

Hawaii 

22.4 

38. 

Vermont 

15.1 

14. 

Kentucky 

21.9 

39. 

Wisconsin 

14.6 

15. 

Ohio 

20.8 

40. 

Georgia 

14.1 

16. 

Iowa 

20.6 

41. 

New  York 

12.8 

17. 

MONTANA 

20.3 

42. 

Colorado 

12.2 

18. 

West  Virginia 

20.2 

43. 

Louisiana 

12.1 

19. 

Connecticut 

20.1 

44. 

Minnesota 

11.2 

20. 

Illinois 

19.9 

45. 

New  Mexico 

10.7 

21. 

Oregon 

19.8 

46. 

Rhode  Island 

9.3 

22. 

Tennessee 

19.6 

47. 

California 

8.6 

23. 

Alabama 

19.4 

48. 

Wyoming 

6.9 

24. 

Massachusetts 

19.1 

49. 

Alaska 

6.0 

25. 

Nebraska 

19.0 

50. 

North  Dakota 

4.0 

Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2011  with  funding  from 

Montana  State  Library 


http://www.archive.org/details/crimeinmontana1974mont 


In  1972  the  FBI  Uniform  Crime  Reporting  System  adopted 
a  total  larceny/theft  category  as  a  replacement  for  larceny 
$50  and  over  in  value.  This  new  classification  includes  the  total 
number  of  larceny/theft  offenses  known  to  police  without  regard  to 
value.  This  definition  was  modified  due  to  the  problem  of  valuation 
of  stolen  property  and  inflation  factors  in  the  $50  value,  which  is 
basic  to  the  definition  of  the  offense.  The  result  was  that  every 
state  experienced  a  significant  increase  in  the  number  of  offenses. 

Over  a  base  period  of  seven  years  from  1968  -  1974,  Montana's 
crime  rate  increased  an  average  of  8.1%  a  year,  adjusting  to  the  new 
larceny  definition.  The  graph  on  the  next  page  contrasts  the  crime 
rate  in  Montana,  eight  western  states,  and  the  overall  nation. 
Illustration  I  and  table  III  show  the  increase  in  crime  in  Montana 
and  the  West  as  compared  to  the  increase  in  crime  for  the  nation. 

In  1973,  the  Montana  Board  of  Crime  Control  initiated  a  state- 
wide offense  data  collection  program.  This  program,  for  various 
reasons,  has  developed  a  more  reliable  and  accurate  reporting  system 
than  the  FBI  UCR  system.  Consequently,  this  data  is  substituted  and 
used  througout  the  remainder  of  this  report.  Thus  the  crime  rate  for 
Montana  is  3,990.1  using  Criminal  Justice  Data  Center  statistics. 
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Illustration  I 
Comparison  of  Nation  &  Eight  Western  States 
To  Montana  (Based  on  Crime  Rates) 
1968  -  1974 
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Table  III 


> 


Comparison  -  Crime  Incidence 


1973 


1974 


With  Percent  Change 


No. 

No. 

Western 

fense 

1973 

1974 

Montana 

States 

U.S. 

Homicide 

48 

44 

-8.3 

+9.0 

+5.0 

Rape 

128 

107 

-16.4 

+5.0 

+9.0 

Robbery 

291 

296 

+1.7 

+10.0 

+14.0 

Assault 

1172 

1038 

-11.4 

+14.0 

+9.0 

Total  Offenses  Against 

1639 

1485 

-9.4 

+12.0 

+11.0 

Persons 

Burglary 

5501 

6387 

+  16.1 

+10.0 

+17.0 

Larceny/Theft 

15754 

19339 

+22.7 

+  17.0 

+20.0 

Motor  Vehicle  Theft 

1687 

2116 

+25.4 

+4.0 

+4.0 

Total  Offenses  Against 

22942 

27842 

+21.3 

+  13.0 

+17.0 

Property 

ital  7  Index  Crimes 

24581 

29327 

+  19.3 

+13.0 

+17.0 

Arson 

56 

68 

+21.4 

Forgery  &  Counterfeiting 

252 

472 

+87.3 

Fraud 

757 

1008 

+33.1 

Embezzlement 

18 

12 

-33.3 

Stolen  Property 

162 

134 

-17.2 

Vandalism 

3121 

6359 

+103.7 

Weapons 

309 

416 

+34.6 

Prostitution 

6 

10 

+66.6 

Sex  Crimes 

168 

243 

+44.6 

Narcotic  Drug  Laws 

1205 

970 

-19.5 

Gambling 

44 

42 

-4.5 

Offenses  Against  Family 

798 

314 

-60.6 

Simple  Assault 

1110 

948 

-14.5 

Negligent  Manslaughter 

22 

25 

+13.6 

Total  Other  Offenses 


8028 


11021 


+37.2 


Grand  Total 


32609 


40348 


+23.7 


While  Table  III  indicates  the  types  of  crime  which  are  increasing 
and  decreasing,  the  following  diagram  (Illustration  II)  lends  itself 
well  to  showing  the  proportions  of  crime  as  they  relate  to  the  total 
crime  profile  in  Montana.  The  larceny/theft  crime  category  accounts 
for  65.9%  of  all  index  crimes,  while  property  crimes  account  for  94.9% 
of  all  the  crimes  reported  in  1974. 
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ILLUSTRATION  2 

MONTANA 

CRIME  OFFENSE  PROFILE 

1974 


LARCENY-THEFT 
19,339  Offenses 
65.9%  of  Index  Crimes 
1  Every  27  Minutes 


MURDER 
44  Offenses 
.2%  of  Index  Crimes 
1  Every  8  Days 


MOTOR  VEHICLE  THEFT 

2,116  Offenses 
7.2%  of  Index  Crimes 
1  Every  4  Hours 
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BURGLARY 
6,387  Offenses 
21.8%  of  Index  Crimes 
1    Every  Hour 


AGGRAVATED  ASSAULT 

1,038  Offenses 
3.5%  of  Index  Crimes 
1  Every  8  Hours 


RAPE 
107  Offenses 

.4%  of 

Index  Crimes 

1  Every  3  Days 


ROBBERY 
296  Offenses 
1 .0%  of  Index  Crimes 
1  Every  Day 


! 
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The  crime  rate  per  100,000  persons  in  the  state  has  increased  48.4% 
over  the  last  six  years.  The  change  in  the  actual  number  of  offenses 
reported  is  up  57.2%.  This  comparison,  as  shown  in  Illustration  III, 
indicates  that  as  the  population  in  Montana  increased  by  5.9%,  actual 
offenses  reported  increased  57.2%  and  the  crime  rate  increased  by  48.4% 

ILLUSTRATION  III 
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A  more  in-depth  analysis  of  Montana's  seven  major  index 
crimes  is  shown  in  Illustration  IV  and  V.  These  illustrations 
indicate  a  fairly  constant  trend  over  the  past  seven  years  for 
homicide,  rape,  and  motor  vehicle  theft.  Robbery  and  aggravated 
assault  are  leveling  out  toward  constant  trend,  while  burglary  and 
larceny/theft  are  significantly  increasing.  The  larceny/theft  trend 
is  distorted  because  of  the  new  larceny  definition  and  a  valid 
conclusion  cannot  be  drawn  at  this  time. 
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Illustration  5 
Trend  Comparison  of  Crimes  Against  Persons 
1968  -  1974 
Montana 


J 


ouu 
700 
600 

AGGRAVATED 
ASSAULT 

500 
400 

300 
200 

100 



ROBBERY 



RAPE^^^ 
HOMTrynF 

0 

1968       1969       1970       1971       1972       1973       1974 


-10- 


h 


Illustration  4 

Trend  Comparison  of  Crimes  Against  Property 

Montana 

1968  -  1974 
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The  new  Larceny  definition  distorts  this  trend 
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Crime  by  County 

The  crime  rate  for  each  county  in  Montana  has  been  listed  in 
Table  IV.  This  listing  indicates  that  high  crime  counties  correlate 
with  population  concentrations.  The  high  crime/population  counties 
are  Yellowstone,  Cascade,  Missoula,  Lewis  &  Clark,  Flathead,  and 
Gallatin. 

As  previously  noted,  the  1974  crime  rate  for  Montana  was  3,900 
per  100,000  population,  which  indicates  five  counties—Yellowstone, 
Cascade,  Missoula,  Lincoln,  and  Lewis  &  Clark--are  above  the  statewide 
average.  Of  these  five  counties,  Lincoln  is  the  only  county  which  is 
not  characteristic  because  of  its  relatively  low  population  (18,062  - 
1974  estimate).  In  a  county  such  as  Lincoln,  which  has  a  relatively 
low  population  and  low  density,  a  small  number  of  crimes  would  have  a 
considerable  effect  on  the  rate  of  crime  when  compared  to  population. 
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Table  IV 

MONTANA  BOARD  OF  CRIME  CONTROL 

CRIME  RATE  PER  100,000  POPULATION,  1974 

OFFENSES  KNOWN  TO  POLICE 


RANKING 


1. 

Yellowstone 

6834.3 

29. 

Chouteau 

1690.1 

2. 

Cascade 

6749.8 

30. 

Judith  Basin 

1543.0 

3. 

Missoula 

6129.6 

31. 

Roosevelt 

1460.2 

4. 

Lincoln 

5453.4 

32. 

Prairie 

1420.9 

5. 

Lewis  &  Clark 

4828.2 

33. 

Musselshell 

1338.4 

6. 

Flathead 

3898.1 

34. 

Liberty 

1332.8 

7. 

Park 

3687.4 

35. 

Madison 

1190.1 

8. 

Gallatin 

3670.8 

36. 

Phillips 

1168.5 

9. 

Hill 

3468.8 

37. 

Petroleum 

1143.8 

10. 

Custer 

3451.6 

38. 

Richland 

1050.7 

11. 

Beaverhead 

3387.7 

39. 

Stillwater 

959.6 

12. 

Silver  Bow 

3385.8 

40. 

Wheatland 

940.8 

13. 

Sweet  Grass 

3266.9 

41. 

Blaine 

922.3 

14. 

Dawson 

3074.7 

42. 

Meagher 

890.0 

15. 

Powel 1 

3026.4 

43. 

Garfield 

816.5 

16. 

Rosebud 

2969.6 

44. 

Jefferson 

804.4 

17. 

Mineral 

2910.6 

45. 

Big  Horn 

741.6 

18. 

Broadwater 

2540.8 

46. 

Treasure 

713.0 

19. 

Carbon 

2538.0 

47. 

Daniels 

663.9 

20. 

Sanders 

2513.2 

48. 

Pondera 

598.9 

21. 

Glacier 

2428.6 

49. 

Valley 

567.3 

22. 

Fallon 

2398.1 

50. 

Teton 

564.2 

23. 

Lake 

2236.3 

51. 

Sheridan 

409.8 

24. 

Fergus 

2152.8 

52. 

Powder  River 

280.0 

25. 

Ravalli 

3093.4 

53. 

Wibaux 

279.9 

26. 

Toole 

1926.1 

54. 

Carter 

108.9 

27. 

Granite 

1847.0 

55. 

McCone 

0.0 

28. 

Deer  Lodge 

1829.7 

56. 

Golden  Valley 

0.0 
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Montana  Crime  Projection 

Montana's  population  is  projected  to  reach  816,000  in  1980,  a 
17.5  percent  increase  over  1970.  However,  there  is  little  correlation 
between  population  growth  and  crime  since  the  crime  rate  is  increasing 
much  faster  than  population,  as  shown  in  Illustration  VI. 

Three  methods  are  used  in  developing  the  following  crime  projection. 
The  first  uses  the  average  percent  increase  over  a  6-year  base  period 
(1969-1974).  Using  this  increment  of  9.6%  and  accumulating  it  over 
each  previous  year,  the  actual  crimes  are  projected  to  reach  50,831. 
Dividing  this  projection  by  the  1980  population  projection  indicates 
a  crime  rate  of  6229.3  per  100,000  in  1980. 

The  second  method  of  linear  least  squares  regression  is  calculated 
by  plotting  on  a  graph  the  number  of  actual  crimes  for  the  6-year 
period  as  shown  in  Illustration  VI.  Using  the  regression  formula 
y=a  +  bx,  a  line  of  best  fit  is  projected  to  1980.  This  method  projects 
actual  crimes  of  39,404  in  1980.  By  dividing  this  projection  by  the 
1980  population  projection,  a  crime  rate  of  4828.9  can  be  expected  in  1980. 

The  third  method  is  a  curvilinear  regression  projection  using  the 
same  points  on  the  graph  but  with  a  different  formula  to  account  for  the 
upward  curve  of  the  actual  crime  points.  The  curvilinear  regression 
formula  is  y=b  +  bx   (year-1969)  +  b2  (year-1969)2  which  fits  a  curved  line 
of  best  fit  to  the  points  and  projects  the  upward  curve  to  1980.  This 
method  projects  55,193  crimes  in  1980.  Again  the  population  is  divided 
into  the  projection  for  a  crime  rate  of  6763.8  per  100,000  in  1980. 
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A  summary  of  the  3  projection  methods  and  results  is  as  follows: 


Actual  Crimes 

Crime  Rate  Per 

in 

1980 

100 

,000  in  1980 

1. 

Accumulating  Averages 

50,831 

6229.3 

2. 

Linear  Last  Squares 

Regression 

39,404 

4828.9 

3. 

Curvilinear  Least  Squares 

Regression 

55,193 

6763.8 

In  clarifying  these  3  methods,  it  is  important  to  remember  that 
the  projections  are  not  point  estimates  but  rather  trend  estimations. 
With  this  in  mind,  Montana  can  expect  to  have  a  crime  rate  in  1980 
somewhere  between  4828.9  and  6763.8,  and  probably  wery   near  the  6229.3 
crimes  per  100,000  figure,  if  present  trends  continue. 
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MONTANA 
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CRIME  SERIOUSNESS 

The  previous  discussion  of  Crime  in  Montana  is  based  primarily 
on  traditional  methods  of  presenting  criminal  statistics  which  are 
crime  indexes  and  crime  rates.  These  traditional  methods  have  been 
criticized  for  presenting  only  a  one-dimensional  view  of  the  crime 
problem;  that  is,  both  the  crime  index  and  the  crime  rate  deal  only 
with  the  quantitative  aspects  of  criminal  behavior.  The  traditional 
measures  of  crime  count  one  homicide  in  the  same  way  as  one  larceny/ 
theft,  which  has  the  net  effect  of  equating  the  two  crimes  by  comparing 
them  on  a  quantitative  basis.  In  addition,  the  traditional  measures 
of  crime  are  not  able  to  account  for  varieties  in  population.  That  is, 
areas  with  large  populations  consistently  show  a  higher  crime  index  due 
to  a  higher  probability  that  there  are  larger  numbers  of  possible  offenders 
in  the  population  as  well  as  possible  victims. 

What  is  needed  is  a  qualitative  measure  to  account  for  the  inherent 
bias  of  equating  fear  crimes  with  property  crimes  and  high  population 
densities.  Such  a  measure  was  developed  by  Selling  &  Wolfgang*  and 
applied  here  to  Montana  Crime  Data. 


iThorsten  Selling  &  M.  E.  Wolfgang,  The  Measurement  of  Delinquency 
(New  York:  John  Wiely  &  Sons,  Inc.,  1964"T 
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Their  measure  amounts  to  a  weighted  scale  in  which  the  seriousness 
of  a  crime  is  ranked  by  a  range  of  scores  from  1  to  26  as  follows: 

CRIME  SERIOUS  WEIGHING  SCORE 

Homicide  26 

Rape  11 

Robbery  5 

Aggravated  Assault  4 

Burglary  3 

Theft  2 

From  this  scale  of  weighted  score,  a  crime  seriousness  index  can 
be  calculated  for  a  single  law  enforcement  agency,  for  a  city,  for  a 
county,  or  for  a  geographical  area.  The  crime  seriousness  index  is 
calculated  as  follows: 

(26  X  No.  of  Homicides)  +  (11  X  No.  of  Rapes)  + 
(  5  X  No.  of  Robberies)  +(  4  X  No.  of  Assaults)  + 
Crime  Seriousness  =  (  3  X  No.  of  Burglaries)  +(  2  X  No.  of  Thefts) 

Total  Number  of  Above  Crimes 

At  this  point,  we  have  two  noncomparable  measures;  crime  rate  which 
relates  the  quantitative  aspects  of  crime,  and  crime  seriousness  which 
relates  the  qualitative  aspects.  A  measure  is  needed  now  which  combines 
the  two:  this  is  accomplished  by  the  use  of  the  crime  level  indicator. 
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The  crime  level  relates  crime  seriousness  to  the  relative  volume 
of  Index  crime  as  follows: 

Crime  Level  =  (Crime  Rate)  X  (Crime  Seriousness) 

Table  IV  is  a  comparison  of  crime  rate  in  the  left  column  and 
crime  level  in  the  right  column.  Note  how  several  counties  have 
changed  their  positions  in  the  crime  level  scale—particularly  Cascade, 
Rosebud,  and  Beaverhead. 

In  addition,  the  crime  level  is  presented  in  the  form  of  a  graphic 
representation  map.  Interestingly,  the  crime  level  follows  population 
concentrations.  Ninety-five  percent  of  all  offenses  in  Montana  are 
property  crimes,  which  incidentally  have  low  weighing  scores,  and  the 
population  in  Montana  is  concentrated  in  several  areas  throughout  the 
state. 
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Montana 
Comparison  Rankings  of  Crime  Rate  &  Crime  Level 

1974 


t 


Crime  Rate 

Crime  Level 

1. 

Yellowstone 

6834.3 

1. 

Cascade 

16199.5 

2. 

Cascade 

6749.8 

2. 

Yellowstone 

15718.9 

3. 

Missoula 

6129.6 

3. 

Missoula 

14098.1 

4. 

Lincoln 

5453.4 

4. 

Lincoln 

13633.5 

5. 

Lewis  &  Clark 

4828.2 

5. 

Lewis  &  Clark 

11587.7 

6. 

Flathead 

3898.1 

6. 

Beaverhead 

10502.2 

7. 

Park 

3687.4 

7. 

Rosebud 

10393.6 

8. 

Gallatin 

3670.8 

8. 

Flathead 

9355.4 

9. 

Hill 

3468.8 

9. 

Hill 

9018.9 

10. 

Custer 

3451.6 

10. 

Silver  Bow 

8803.1 

11. 

Beaverhead 

3387.7 

11. 

Park 

8481.8 

12. 

Silver  Bow 

3385.8 

12. 

Gallatin 

8442.8 

13. 

Sweet  Grass 

3266.9 

13. 

Powell 

8171.3 

14. 

Dawson 

3074.7 

14. 

Custer 

7938.7 

15. 

Powell 

3026.4 

15. 

Sanders 

7721.0 

16. 

Rosebud 

3969.6 

16. 

Sweet  Grass 

7513.9 

17. 

Mineral 

2910.6 

17. 

Mineral 

7276.5 

18. 

Broadwater 

2540.8 

18. 

Dawson 

7071.8 

19. 

Carbon 

2538.0 

19. 

Fallon 

6954.5 

20. 

Sanders 

2513.2 

20. 

Lake 

6932.5 

21. 

Glacier 

2428.6 

21. 

Glacier 

6800.1 

22. 

Fallon 

2398.1 

22. 

Carbon 

6598.8 

23. 

Lake 

2236.3 

23. 

Broadwater 

6097.9 

24. 

Fergus 

2152.8 

24. 

Granite 

5356.3 

25. 

Ravalli 

2093.4 

25. 

Fergus 

5166.7 

26. 

Toole 

1926.1 

26. 

Ravalli 

5024.2 

27. 

Granite 

1847.0 

27. 

Deer  Lodge 

4940.2 

28. 

Deer  Lodge 

1829.7 

28. 

Roosevelt 

4818.7 

29. 

Chouteau 

1690.1 

29. 

Chouteau 

4732.3 

30. 

Judith  Basin 

1543.0 

30. 

Toole 

4622.6 

31. 

Roosevelt 

1460.2 

31. 

Judith  Basin 

4474.7 

32. 

Prairie 

1420.9 

32. 

Prairie 

3694.3 

33. 

Musselshell 

1338.4 

33. 

Phillips 

3622.4 

34. 

Liberty 

1332.8 

34. 

Musselshell 

3479.8 

35. 

Madison 

1190.1 

35. 

Petroleum 

3431.4 

36. 

Phillips 

1168.5 

36. 

Blaine 

3320.3 

37. 

Petroleum 

1143.8 

37. 

Madison 

3213.3 

38. 

Richland 

1050.7 

38. 

Jefferson 

3137.2 

39. 

Stillwater 

959.6 

39. 

Richland 

2942.0 

40. 

Wheatland 

940.8 

40. 

Liberty 

2932.2 

41. 

Blaine 

922.3 

41. 

Stillwater 

2495.0 

42. 

Meagher 

890.9 

42. 

Meagher 

2405.4 

43. 

Garfield 

816.5 

43. 

Big  Horn 

2299.0 

44. 

Jefferson 

804.4 

44. 

Pondera 

2096.2 

45. 

Big  Horn 

741.6 

45. 

Garfield 

1959.6 

46. 

Treasure 

713.0 

46. 

Treasure 

1853.8 

47. 

Daniels 

663.9 

47. 

Wheatland 

1787.5 

48. 

Pondera 

598.9 

48. 

Valley 

1701.9 

49. 

Valley 

567.3 

49. 

Daniels 

1659.8 

50. 

Teton 

564.2 

50. 

Teton 

1410.5 

51. 

Sheridan 

409.8 

51. 

Sheridan 

1188.4 

52. 

Powder  River 

280.0 

52. 

Powder  River 

560.0 

53. 

Wibaux 

279.9 

53. 

Wibaux 

559.8 

54. 

Carter 

108.9 

54. 

Carter 

435.6 

55. 

McCone 

0.0 

55. 

McCone 

0.0 

56. 

Golden  Valley 

0.0 

56. 

Golden  Valley 

0.0 
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CONCLUSIONS 

This  analysis  of  crime  demonstrates  the  nature  and  extent  of 
crime  in  Montana.  Several  significant  conlusions  are  noted  as 
f ol 1 ows : 

•  Montana's  crime  rate  ranks  twentieth  when  compared 
to  the  fifty  states. 

•  Reported  crimes  in  Montana  increased  20.3%  over  the 
previous  year. 

•  Property  crimes  account  for  94.9%  of  all  crimes 
reported  in  1974  while  crimes  against  persons  account 
for  5.1%  of  all  crimes. 

I  While  Montana's  population  has  increased  5.9%  in  the 
last  six  years,  the  crime  rate  has  increased  by  48.4% 
and  actual  crimes  reported  by  57.2%. 

•  Five  Montana  counties  (Yellowstone,  Cascade,  Missoula, 
Lincoln,  and  Lewis  &  Clark)  are  above  the  state  aver- 
age crime  rate  of  3,990  per  100,00. 

•  According  to  the  crime  projection,  Montana  can  expect 
to  have  a  crime  rate  of  about  6,200  per  100,000  in  1980. 

I  Crime  seriousness  may  lend  itself  to  be  of  more  value 
as  an  indicator  of  the  amount  of  crime  than  crime 
indexes  and  crime  rates. 
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